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the early years of the Society, its greatest strength lay in the Sections 
and Regional organizations, many of which antedated the formation of the national 
organization. The first four national conventions were held in conjunction with 
regional conferences (1947-1950). 


A major step forward was taken in 1951 when, for the first time, the Annual 
Convention was held as an independent activity of the Society, completely divorced from 
any connection with regional conference, Under the leadership of Wade R. Weaver, 
the American Society for Quality Control began to emerge as an organization capable of 
serving the national interests of its members in ways beyond the limitations of section 
and regional groups. A General Convention Committee was created and given the respon- 
sibility to provide the long range guidance and planning needed to insure the pro- 
gramming and management of effective annual conventions. This Committee served the 
Society ably, as the record of nine consecutive conventions under its surveillance 


With completion of the 1959 Convention, the General Convention Committee was dis- 
continued, thus completing a transition program begun a year earlier to pave the way 
for the next major step forward in convention management for ASQC, viz, the transfer 
of the business management of its conventions to the Society headquarters office and 
the program planning to a committee under the supervision of a vice-president of the 
Society. The 1960 Convention was the first one to be managed and programmed under 
this new administrative procedure, 


These Transactions constitute a record of the presentations at the Fifteenth 
Annual Convention. They have not been subjected to review by the Editorial Board 
of the Society. The timetable for planning our conventions precludes this at the pre- 
sent time. After the Convention, the papers will be reviewed by the Editorial Board 
and certain of them may appear in Industrial Quality Control. 


Request for permission to reprint any portion of these Transactions should be 
addressed to Professor Irving W. Burr, Chairman, Editorial Board, Statistical Lab- 
oratory, Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana. 


Although these Transactions are copyrighted, the American Society for Quality 
Control assumes no responsibility for any of the authors' statements, Responsibility 
for the content of each paper resides with its author, 


Mason E, Wescott 
Retiring Chairman, Editorial Board 
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FIFTEEN YEAR INDEX TO ANNUAL CONVENTION TRANSACTIONS 


During this past year the Bibliography Committee has been coding all previous 
Transactions papers in accordance with the Literature Classification System. This 
task is now completed; however rather than publish the cumlative index here, the 
committee plans to put it out as a separate publication. The original publication 
covering the first fifteen years of Transactions will be available early in the 
summer of 1961; plans are to design the index in loose-leaf style so that subsequent 
years can be added as supplements. When the index is available, it will be announced 
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